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vision on the side of the aphakic eye. The use 
of a correcting lens on the aphakic eye is not 
advised, provided the other is perfect or nearly 
so. 

Attention is also called to the disadvantage 


of leaving cataractous lenses entirely to na¬ 
ture, as thickening of the capsule frequently 
with adhesions to the iris anti at times cycli- 
tis with closure of the pupil results. 

M. M. C. 


BOOKS 
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Transactions of the Tennessee State Medical 
Association, 1908. 

Transactions of the Medical Association of the 
State of Alabama, 1907-1908. 

Annual Report Public Health and Marine Hos¬ 
pital Sendee, 1908. 

Text-book of Embryology. By Frederick 
Randolph Bailey, A.M., M.D., Adjunct Pro¬ 
fessor of Histology and Embryology, Med¬ 
ical Department of Columbia University, 
and Adam Marion Miller, A.M., Instructor 
in Histology and Embryology Medical De¬ 
partment, Columbia University. With 515 
illustrations, 672 pages. Price, $4.50. Win. 
Wood & Co., New York. 


REVIEWED 

Surgery of the Upper Abdomen. In two vol¬ 
umes. By John B. Deaver, M.D., LL.D., 
Surgeon-in-chief to the German Hospital, 
Philadelphia, and Astley Pa:-ton Cooper 
Ashhurst, M.D., Surgeon to the Out-Patient 
Department of the Episcopal Hospital, Phil- 
a delphia. Volume 1—Surgery of the Stom¬ 
ach and Duodenum, with 176 illustrations, 
several of which are printed in colors. 
Philadelphia. P. Bl; kisnn’s Son & Co., 
1012 Walnut Street. 1909. 


This volume is a very complete exposition 
of the present knowledge of the surgical dis¬ 
eases of the stomach and duodenum which is 
of place in the ever widening scope of surgical 
efficiency. It is written in the forcible and 
characteristic manner of Dr. Deaver, and also 
bears the marks of the thoroughness and com¬ 
pleteness with the scholarly touch of Dr. Ash¬ 
hurst. Of the benign diseases ulcer is ac¬ 
corded the most prominent place. The charac¬ 
teristics of open ulcer are described as pain 
coming on soon after food is swallowed in 
some well-defined spot in the epigastrium, to¬ 
gether with tenderness to pressure, either ac¬ 
companying the pain or in the interval and 
referred to the left hypochondrium and the 
left scapula. Vomiting and haematemesis are 
fully described, together with hyperacidity of 
the gastric secretion, anemia and the changes 
in the gastric motility. 

The following paragraph has reference to 
gastric ulcer: 

The clinical history of the patient is the 
feature of the disease which is most constant, 
and which must, in our judgement, take pre¬ 
cedence over the physical examination, and 
over diagnosis by means of laboratory meth- 
o’s. Too little attention is commonly paid, 
both by the family physician and the consult¬ 
ant, to the importance of eliciting a clear and 
untrammeled account of the origin and prog¬ 
ress of the malady from which the patient 
suffers. In cases of doubt, the attendant should 
return to the charge again and again, and 
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should endeavor, without putting upon the pa¬ 
tient’s tongue any false answers, to obtain 
from him such responses as will, when strung 
together in chronological order, reveal the 
natural course of the disease. 

The prognosis is shown to be bad in un¬ 
treated cases, and the most methodical and 
energetic medical treatment, while benefitting 
open ulcer, is distinctly disappointing in ci¬ 
catrizing chronic or callous ulcer. Hemor¬ 
rhage kills five per cent, and perforation at 
least fifteen per cent. The other complica¬ 
tions are “pyloric stenosis with its long train 
of maladies due to dilated stomach ; hour-glass 
stomach, and other results of adhesions and 
distortions; the transition of ulcer into carci¬ 
noma ; subphrenic abscess and even pernicious 
anemia.” 

Gastro-enterostomy gave only eight-tenths 
per cent, mortality in the hands of Moynihan, 
and in addition to Deaver’s own low mortality 
the Mayo’s series of 167 gastro-enterostomies, 
for all causes, with only one death is cpioted. 
The following strong light is shed upon the 
subject by Kocher: 

The majority of practitioners do not suffi¬ 
ciently realize what brilliant results are to be 
obtained by operative means in chronic affec¬ 
tions of the stomach, commonly known as gas¬ 
tric catarrh. Not only can the numerous dan¬ 
gers of ulcerating affections of the stomach, 
such as hemorrhage, perforation, transition 
into cancer, be prevented, but the disease and 
its results may be so rapidly and certainly 
cured that the medical treatment of obstinate 
cases must be put in the background. The 
pain in the stomach disappears immediately 
after the operation. This is the invariable 
rule. The patient does not require to pay any 
further attention to the nature of his food. 
The vorniting disappears. The bowels become 
regular. Repeated investigation of the gas¬ 
tric contents shows that there is a progressive 
improvement in the process of digestion ; hy¬ 
peracidity diminishes; if too little acid is pres¬ 
ent, it becomes increased. 


Relationship of long suffering from dys¬ 
pepsia and the subsequent development of can¬ 
cer of the stomach is dwelt upon. The moan 
of surgery has always been that cancer pa¬ 
tients are not seen early enough for operation. 
The following statement occurs on page 283 : 
“It has been true in the past, but it is now 
much less true, at least of progressive physi¬ 
cians, that they did not send the patients early 
enough to the surgeon. The surgeon should 
be called in consultation as soon as an ana¬ 
tomical cause for the gastric disease is rec¬ 
ognized, and in obscure cases he should be 
consulted even before this stage of accuracy 
in diagnosis has been reached. Likewise, when 
gastric cases come directly to the surgeon, he 
is only too glad to have the opinion of his 
medical colleagues, and to avail himself of 
such aids as the clinical laboratory can afford ;’’ 
also on page 234: "It seems to 11 s that every 
case diagnosticated certainly as circinoma of 
the stomach before operation is a disgrace to 
the attending physician, provided he has had 
the patient under treatment for more than a 
few weeks." He urges the necessity of explor¬ 
atory operation in cases where stomach affec¬ 
tions, which exist without a discoverable and 
early assignable cause, resist medical treat¬ 
ment. The results in partial removal of the 
stomach for cancer, while not brilliant, are 
gratifying and hopeful. Most of the patients 
were found to live twenty-four or twenty-five 
months afterwards, or more than twice as long 
as the average duration of life, without oper¬ 
ation. 

P’eterson reckons that one-fifth of those who 
survive resection will be permancnlv cured. 
Of thirty-one patients from Braun's clinique 
two patients, and possibly four, can be counted 
as having been ultimately cured. 

I’eterson found from British sources forty- 
one and six-tenths per cent, of cases surviv¬ 
ing gastroectomy alive and well at the end of 
three years after operation; 

Deaver himself estimates at present about 
ten or fifteen per cent, of patients treated by 
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gastroectomy to be permanently cured without 
liability at recurrence. 

The various operative procedures in all of 
their detail are described in full, as well as 
the various complications and secjueles. 

It is an exceedingly strong and fair minded 
hook and could be perused with as much in¬ 
terest by the internest as by the abdominal 
surgeon. 

W. D. H. 


A Text-Book of General Pathology .—By J. 
Martin Beattie, M.D., and W. E. Carnegie, 
M.D., of Edinburgh. 

The authors have brought out a small vol¬ 
ume of 451 pages on general pathology. Spe¬ 
cial pathology is not touched upon in this 
work, but is dealt with in a separate volume 
which is now ready, or will be ready at an 
early date. It is thoroughly up-to-date and 
characterized by a terseness and brevity, 
which, while it is always to the point, is devoid 


of the verbose descriptions common with some 
writers on pathology. 

The chapter on “The Cell in Health and 
Disease,” is especially interesting. While it 
may not present many new ideas, yet the im¬ 
portance of a careful study of histology of 
the normal cell, or cell in health, is a pre¬ 
requisite for a proper understanding of the cell 
in disease, is fully emphasized. 

The degenerations are handled in an able 
manner, and their descriptions illustrated by 
colored plates, cannot but make the subject 
reasonably clear to the average student or 
practitioner. While bacteria are not included, 
animal parasites are given considerable space, 
and the latest discoveries concerning their 
habits and life cycles are set forth, and many 
being depicted by original illustrations. Of 
course, the book is not faultless by any means, 
but what work on this or any other subject 
is? But to those for whom it was written, 
the student and the practitioner, it is an ad¬ 
mirable and ready reference work. 

J. P. K. 



